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From 20 until 25 March 2016 
the Kamla Raheja Vidya-nidhi 
Institute for Architecture and 

Environmental Studies (KRVIA) 
hosted the first workshop in 

India of the BInUCom project. 
The objective of the event was 

twofold, to explore the 
potential case studies in India 

including site visits in Mumbai, 
and to present the learning 

materials prepared by DUK in 
the form of  

Thematic workshops.  
The event was attended by 

staff of CEPT (Ahmedabad), 
KARPAGAM (Coimbatore), 

KRVIA (Mumbai) and SPAV 
(Vijayawada), as well as the 

European partners from 
ITC/University of Twente (the 

Netherlands) and Dan-ube 
University Krems (Austria) as 

coordinating partner. The event 
started with an introduction on 

Mumbai historical and urban 
evolution presented by Rohan 

Shivkumar and Manoj Parmar.  
On the same day, participants 
visited two sites: Dhara-vi and 

Gautam Nagar. Dharavi, 
spreads over 525 acres and is 

an informal township within 
Mumbai presenting a vibrant 

mosaic of tens of thousands of 
small busi-nesses and hundreds 
of thousands of residents. Gau-
tam Nagar in North Govandi is 

a rehabilitation and re-
settlement colony where 
residents are tasked with 

managing their surroundings 
including internal roads, drains 
and common lighting facilities. 

On the second day, 
participants visited two more 
sites: Gorai and Nalasopara. 
Gorai is a Site and Services 
scheme, is part of the 1985 
land infrastructure-servicing 
program by the World Bank 

under the Bombay Urban 
Develop-ment Project (BUDP), 
which addressed the issue of 

people living in informal 
settlements and provided them 

with access to housing at an 
affordable cost. In Nalasopara  

 
 

participants visited Shri Ram 
Nagar, an affordable housing 

colony having housing units of 
3m x 6m with a rolling shutter 
front and inhabited mostly by 

migrant workers from 
Bangladesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bi-

har, Jharkhand ,West Bengal 
and some parts of Maha-

rashtra. Most of them work in 
the construction indus-try 

feeding the large demands for 
laborers in the new high rises 

being built. Some of them have 
learnt skills such as tailoring, 

cloth printing and supply their 
clothes to local shops all over 

Mumbai.  
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Since the household units are 
rather tiny with scant 
ventilation, most of the day-to-
day activities spread onto the 
‘kaccha’ roads.  
The remaining days of the visit 
consisted of thematic 
workshops organized by 
Danube Univesity Krems. Tania 
Berger, from the department for 
Migration and Globalization 
presented on issues of social 
inclusion and social housing, 
Tina Ipser, Peter Morgenstein, 
and Gregor Radinger from the 
department for Building and 
Environment (DUK) presented 
on issues such as the Life Cycle 
Cost (LCC) and Affordability, 
and Climate Sensitive 
Architecture. The sessions 
concluded with an interactive 
activity in the format of World 
Café on the topic of 
Sustainability. On the last day, 
each Indian partner discussed 
and presented their ideas for 

their case studies. Each Indian 
partner is currently develop-ing 
four case studies on selected 
topics and in co-operation with 
the European partners 
depending on their expertise. 
On 24 March, the participants 
could experience the tradition of 
the Holi or festival.  
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