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14-15
The aim of this housing studio would be to design sensitive and relevant forms of housing in 
Nashik, embracing new delivery systems, understanding the roles of local actors in its 
production and being conscious to the production of cultural identities.  

NASHIK STUDIO,  
BUILDING 
ALTERNATIVE FUTURES 
FOR HOUSING

It would like to explore the role which architecture could have in either enhancing or simulating 
such environments in a planned manner. In doing so, the studio would have the following 
architectural challenges:

Typological -  It would  allow for the exploration of diverse typological systems which can cater to 
such forms of living. 

Process – It would help the student realize the importance of transformation and change which 
such architecture goes through in time. The students would have to evolve techniques of 
representing such architecture which is in a state of constant evolution. 

Affordable living environments – While it would explore planned strategies of providing affordable 
housing it would also explore the architecture of affordable living environments which has been 
central to contemporary concerns of sustainability.  

NALASOPARA12-13

The interest of this unit will be typology, documenting & analysing existing types and 
then projecting new types as a counter to the dominant SRA model of re-housing, 
current prevalent in the city of Mumbai. 

DHARAVI16-17

The studio aims at developing contextual housing delivery systems and subsequently 
experimenting with various typologies and architectural languages for these.
……transcending practicality to embrace aesthetic and psychological issues.

NAVI MUMBAI 
HOUSING 
TOWARDS A 
SUSTAINANLE FUTURE

13-14
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COURSE PREMISE: 

The KRVIA is currently engaged in a research program “BinuCom- Building Inclusive Urban communities” that attempts to 
make institutions of higher education aware of all the issues related to informal settlements.  

PEDAGOGIC INTENT: 

In the ninth semester at KRVIA the design studio intends to focus on housing in Informal settlements in the city of Mumbai. The 
key question of this studio is given the existing rules/frameworks and parameters of SRA schemes are there alternate 
typological models possible that respond to who is being housed and where in a more specific and humane manner. The 
responses can then be used to critique and question existing bylaws and frameworks. 

AIM 

The interest of this unit will be typology, documenting & analysing existing types and then projecting new types as a counter to 
the dominant SRA model of re-housing, current prevalent in the city of Mumbai.  
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Abhijeet Ekbote 
Developing a Tool to Measure the Degree of Accessibility to Designated Open Spaces through the Mapping of Two Wards in Mumbai. (D ward and RN ward)

Mamta Patwardhan 
The Environment Degradation and Health Impact on the Vulnerable Group: A Case Study of Women in the Deonar Slums

Kimaya keluskar 
Sustainable livability for informal settlements: Case studies in the city of Mumbai

Shweta Wagh 
Communities, Claims and Conflicts: The Case of Urban Villages in Mumbai

Hussain indorewala 
Housing Theory: Understanding Urban Settlement and Occupation R1
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KRVIA

1 Developing a Tool to Measure the Degree of Accessibility to Designated Open 
Spaces through the Mapping of Two Wards in Mumbai. (D ward and RN ward)

Abhijit Ekbote

2 Sustainable livability for informal settlements: Case studies in the city of 
Mumbai

Kimaya Keluskar

3 The Environment Degradation and Health Impact on the Vulnerable Group: A 
Case Study of Women in the Deonar Slums

Mamta Patwardhan

4 Communities, Claims and Conflicts: The Case of Urban Villages in Mumbai Shweta Wagh

5

The World Bank In Mumbai: Transformation Of Urban And Housing Discourse, 
Policy And Practice

Hussain Indorewala
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Local Dissemination Workshop 
15th and 16th September, 2017. KRVIA, MUMBAI

METHODOLOGY 

1.  UNDERSTANDING AND MAPPING OF A SLUM: 

Site mapping has been categorized into various parameters. 

The class had been divided into EIGHT groups. Each group needs to 
look at mapping the site and developing methods to illustrate the 
site keeping in mind the specific parameter assigned to each 
group.  

Every group needed to do a comparative study of the specified 
parameter with another existing Example within the city or any other 
relevant examples along with the standards for the same specified 
by NBC, DCR or DDPA and the existing conditions on site. 

Parameters to be used for mapping:  

Group 1: Density: 

Group 2: Typology: 

Group 3: Infrastructure: 

Group 4: Communities and Governance: 

Group 5: Topography and Open Space:  

Group 6: Amenities and Psycho-Geography: 

Group 7: Transformations in Urban Morphology and Material 
Evolution and processes: 

Group 8: The economics of Ownership & Rental formats and 
Understanding current Slum Redevelopment Policies. 
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Group 1: Density: The densities need to be looked upon within this category with respect to people and area. The impacts of 
the same need to be compared and understood, forming a mapping device for the site. The effects of high density on site 
need to be illustrated.  The densities maybe variable across the sector in different typologies, Nagars, day/night and across 
seasons (Cyclic migration). The reasons for these need to be clearly understood and mapped. These densities need to be 
compared with other areas in the city, Bhuleshwar, Bandra, Lokhandwala or a student group’s area of residence etc. 
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Group 2: Typology: The typologies will be studied in two parts,  

1. The programmatic and  

2. The formal.  

Programmatic types which include work, live and work-live as broad categories which need to be further sub-divided. A study 
of architecture form with examples need to be looked into. The emphasis would be to document the standard and then look 
for deviants or anomalies within the standard type. The study should also include new emergent types like various SRA and 
developer models on site.  

Lectures delivered during the semester. 

Sameep Padora- In the name of housing 

Uday Athvankar- Inclusive housing - Need for Radical experimentation to understand 

Pinkish Shah -Design it yourself housing, Lonavala 

Ainsley Lewis- Participatory process for SRA schemes
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Group 3: Infrastructure: The group dealing with infrastructure needs to develop an understanding of the present services and 
infrastructure in terms of  

1. Movement: Daily routine connection to transport network’s and hubs for both individual and goods movements, etc., 
emergency/evacuation and disaster management systems. 

2. Utilities: Electrical consumption and provisions, Water supply and drainage, sanitation  

3. Light and Ventilation:  current readings, Comparison needed with standard metrics for our climatic conditions. 
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Group 4: Communities and Governance: This concentrates on looking at Nagar systems and networks that exist within each 
community and the factors governing the formation of the same. The mapping must focus on the spatial or formal that define 
these agglomerations looking at  

1. Hierarchies 

2. Centers and Edges  

3. Built fabric 

4. Details  

5. Cultural events 

It should also examine the existence of cultures and subcultures within the same if they exist.  
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Group 5: Topography and Open Space:  

1. Understanding the geographic history and the stabilization of Land. 

2. Topography & Flood risk:  Study and effect of the monsoons and climate change to flooding considering it is situated 
on low lying land. 

3. Links and Nodes: Their relationship to programming and open space. Detail documentation that of intervention’s 
within these spaces. Temporal change in use also need to be articulated.  
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Group 6: Amenities and Psycho-Geography: Members of this group map the public structures which include  

1. Metrics for educational and health infrastructure & religious infrastructure 

2. Relationship of these to surrounding Built form and open space.  

3. Gender/Space 

4. Psycho-Geography: mental health where relevant. Maybe  even to look at the Situationist Derive as means to 
investigate the fabric of the settlement 

This should be linked to other relevant studies across the world and in India. 
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Group 7: Transformations in Urban Morphology and Material Evolution and processes: The focus of this parameter looks at the  

Evolution/Timeline of the change in built form of the slums from its inception to the present Material & Construction Techniques. 
Also looking at the development of the building material palette and the current construction techniques and systems with 
reference to its history. 

Using Life cycle assessment as a tool to map the environmental footprint of the existing material palette.

CURRENT CONSTRUCTION METHODS
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Group 8: The economics of Ownership & Rental formats and Understanding current Slum Redevelopment Policies. 

Investigations to include, Income per capita but more importantly Plot pricing, construction costs & Rental values based on  

1. Location of unit both in plan and section 

2. Program 

The second aspect of this group was: 

3. To critique, to understand the Sanctioned D.P reservations for this area and also bring out the land ownership patterns 
in Dharavi (MCGM, PVT, Railways, State Government, etc). As Land owners are also major stake holders as we need 
their consent and voice for redevelopment and the nature and form of the redevelopment. 

4. Formulate an understanding / critique the existing proposals for Dharavi, DRP and KRVIA recommendations for the 
same, PUKAR's research based recommendations or any others. 
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MODULE 1: MASTERPLANING STRATEGIES 

ROAD NETWORK RETAINED STRUCTURES OPEN SPACES COMMERCIAL SPACES

FACULTY 
MODULE 1: SHANTANU POERIDI     MANISHA AGGARAWAL 
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MODULE 2: RELATIONSHIP OF NATURAL LIGHTING TO BUILDING TYPOLOGY  FACULTY: KAYZAD SHROFF 
        MARIA LEON 
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MODULE 3: UNIT DESIGN FACULTY: SAMEEP PADORA      PINKISH SHAH         AINSLEY LEWIS
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UNIT DESIGN AND AGGREGATION



Training & Research Centre, Pune 
12th March 2018



Training & Research Centre, Pune 
12th March 2018



Training & Research Centre, Pune 
12th March 2018
Local Dissemination Workshop 
15th and 16th September, 2017. KRVIA, MUMBAI
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Conclusion- Lessons Learnt
The assimilation of information about the informal settlement  and thus learning in a course takes place 
when:

1. There is in-depth primary research about the context.
In this case the learner began with the research undertaken by the Design Cell of KRVIA. The learners 
engaged with the context and made comparisons with standards, existing regulatory frameworks, 
guidelines, codes and existing conditions in other parts of the city.

2. Courses conducted simultaneously with specific pedagogic intent that address the same / similar issues 
add value to the discourse within the the respective courses. It may even cause conflict within the 
respective courses. 

3. The learner thus has to establish an individual proposition to address the issue owing to the different 
positions they are exposed to.

4. The aim of the course intended at the out set may vary however the learning outcomes should take 
precedence. As faculty we must accept valid positions proposed by learners even if they do not meet the 
agenda of the course.


