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Five LUCSUS staff members 
were given the opportunity to 
teach an elective course to 
BSc architecture students at 
KRVIA, Mumbai. Tailored 
after our areas of expertise, 
and the focus of the BInUCom 
project, the elective was 
named “Sustainable Local 
Development: perspectives on 
risk, gender and sanitation” 
(with a special focus on 
informal settlements). 

We were impressed by how 
fast the students were 
adopting the new methods 
and concepts, although 
gender, sanitation and climate 
change were new concepts 
for them. 

The trip also allowed for 
meeting with other BInUCom 
researchers, discussing the 
case studies and doing site 

visits to Deonar and Gazdar 
Bandh informal settlements. 

LUCSUS communicator 
Noomi Egan joined for the 
trip, which led to the 
following communication 
items about the BInUCom 
project: 

•Sanitation is more than 
toilets: informal settlements in 
India need community based 
ownership and state action 
(LUCSUS Newsfeed) 
•Givande 
kulturkrock (“Fruitful cultural 
clash” – About teaching in a 
different context – In 
Swedish) (LUM-Lund 
University Magazine) 
•News item on informal 
settlements and risk (LUCSUS 
Newsfeed, upcoming) 
•Popular science article 
(Extrakt-Swedish Research 

Council FORMAS web 
magazine, upcoming) 
•One article in Swedish 
architecture magazine 
(Arkitekttidningen, upcoming) 

See some of our experiences 
from the trip in the next few 
slides. 
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– People living in informal 
settlements are disproportionately 
affected by  the kinds of hazards 
that we expect will increase with 
climate change, including 
flooding, landslides, heat stress 
and water scarcity. This is true 
for both larger extreme weather 
events as well as small-scale 
everyday hazards, which 
nonetheless can cause large 
damage by eroding people’s 
resources and capacities to 
improve their lives. 

Ebba Brink is a researcher at 
LUCSUS. Her research is 
interdisciplinary and focuses on the 
roles of people and nature in the 
governance of urban climate risk. 
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– When we first 
met the students 
they equated 
sustainability with 
environment and 
talked mostly 
about the 
sustainability 
performance of 
buildings. Now 
they have gained 
knowledge about 
how risk, gender 
and sanitation play 
into sustainability. 

Karin Steen is a researcher at 
LUCSUS). Her research 
interests include gendered 
aspects of small scale farming 
in Zimbabwe, including 
analysis of piecemeal 
institutional change, land and 
labour rights, and life stories. 

Karin’s personal staff page: 
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/kari 
n-steen 
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– Sanitation is not only toilets. It 
is about education, awareness 
and changing behaviors. In many 
countries, including in India and 
countries in Africa, there is too 
much faith in the hardware to 
improve health and hygiene. 
Focus must also be on the 
software, changing how people 
think, behave and value 
sanitation and that can only 
come from mobilizing people, 
especially women, to take part in 
the community engagement 
process. 

Sara Gabrielsson is a researcher at 
LUCSUS. She has a long standing 
research interest in sanitation and 
has done extensive research in 
Tanzania during recent years. 
 
Sara Gabrielsson's personal staff 
page: 
https://www.lucsus.lu.se/sara- 
gabrielsson 
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Our elective listed at KRVIA. Noomi Egan and Amanda Elgh are missing from the faculty list. 
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With the students, on the day of summing up the course 
Elective course & Site visits Mumbai  | 22. - 29. September 2018 



Student presentations of their course assignment 
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Lunch with BinUCom team 
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At Gazdar Bandh informal settlement. Photo: Noomi Egan 
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At Deonar informal settlement. Photo: Ebba Brink 
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At Deonar informal settlement. Photo: Ebba Brink 
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Our trip depicted in the Lund University Magazine LUM 
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Our trip depicted in the Lund University Magazine LUM (cont.) 
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News item about our trip on LUCSUS Homepage 
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