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Three boundaries

• Educational boundary
– Social Sciences
– Design

• Boundary inside the city
– Informal settlements

• The built form – architecture
• The settlement – planning 

• Boundary of urbanisation
– Emerging settlements

• Census towns
– Places administratively rural but functionally urban
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Educational Boundary



Creative (?) Tension at the educational boundary

Social Science
• More on understanding the 

problem
• Analytical insights from social 

science disciplines like 
economics, geography and 
sociology

Design
• More on contextual solutions
• Focused on understanding 

the particular spatial situation 
and designing solutions for 
the specific site
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In a country like India, where urban transformation is happening 
rapidly, some solution will be adopted – this may be by 
developers, or by public agencies or mostly, by individuals

In such a situation, this tension is either ignored or bypassed



Boundary Inside the City



Who are we building for? 45 cities of more than 1mn
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In 43 or 45 cities, more 
than half the households 
live in two or less rooms
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Who are we building for? Families

Less than or equal to one couple Less than or equal to two couples

4

11
13 13

4

0

5

10

15

20

25

N
o.

 of
 C

iti
es

Percentage of households

1

11

24

9

0

5

10

15

20

25

N
o.

 of
 C

iti
es

Percentage of Households

In one third of these cities , 
at least 20% of households 
have more than one couple 
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Source: Census of India 2011



Who are we building for? Sanitation in urban India
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The Settlement 
pattern
In Delhi, according to one 
official estimate less than a 
quarter of the population 
live in ‘planned’ settlements 
(not counting violations of 
building by-laws).

From: Anna Zimmer Everyday governance of the waste waterscapes, PhD thesis, Rheinische 
Friedrich‐Wilhelms‐University of Bonn, 2011. p. 118
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Other estimates are 30% of 
population and 3m (21%) of 

households

Source: Delhi Development Report 2008
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What do slum dwellers do?
Similar industries of employment…
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Source: NSS 65th Round Housing Conditions and Amenities in India 2008-09

Note: Positive difference implies higher proportion employed in slums. 



Idealistic?

• Planning and especially, Architecture, are professions
– Is it worth looking at households who will not be clients?

• Responses at a number of levels
– Simplest is to think of public agencies as clients

• Compared even to cities in China, where planning is a relatively 
recent discipline, public agencies in India are very small and 
poorly staffed – this can change…

– Singapore Housing and Development Board, Shenzhen Urban 
Planning  and Design Institute

– Economic growth requires this mixture of population
• “Clients” would not exist without this population

– Moral
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Boundary of urbanisation



Urban India is more about morphing places, 
than about moving people
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Census towns are functionally urban (share of non-farm work more than 75%) and large 
(more than 5000 people) villages, that continue to be administered by rural authorities. A 
new scheme the SP Mukherji RURBAN Mission is trying to address part of this 
phenomenon

Source: Census of India 2011, 2001

Informal settlements in Indian Cities Coimbatore Sept 2016



Urban growth under 
rural administration is a 
national phenomenon

This Census town 
phenomenon is not confined 
to a few states, though it is 
much more in some states 
(where administrative 
thresholds for becoming 
urban are high) than others.

It is not clear what planning 
standards to use for them

Only a third of these census 
towns are close to a large 
(more than 100,000) city – it 
is not just a periphery issue
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Discussion 

• What are we teaching that 
is relevant for :
– A household in a two-room 

house
+ Sharing the house with 

another couple
+ Sharing a toilet with another 

household
+ In an area that is not planned
+ In which three fourths of the 

population lives
• Or for

– A household in a “village” 
that has given up farming, 
but is relatively far from a 
large town 

• This is as much an issue of 
analysis
– What is driving these forms 

of urbanisation 
• Within the city?
• In the census towns?

• As design
– Can we do in-situ service 

provision (not just demolish 
and redevelop on site) of 
settlements?

– Can we work with non-
network solutions that build 
on individual’s investments?

• How do you deal with rising 
investment in septic tanks?
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Thank you
partha@cprindia.org

http://cprindia.org/urbanisation

http://www.cprindia.org/project/
scaling-city-institutions-india-
sanitation

http://citiesofdelhi.cprindia.org 

mailto:partha@cprindia.org
http://cprindia.org/urbanisation
http://www.cprindia.org/projects/scaling-city-institutions-india-sanitation
http://www.cprindia.org/projects/scaling-city-institutions-india-sanitation

	Planning at the boundaries
	Three boundaries
	Educational Boundary
	Creative (?) Tension at the educational boundary
	Boundary Inside the City
	Who are we building for? 45 cities of more than 1mn
	Who are we building for? Families
	Who are we building for? Sanitation in urban India
	The Settlement pattern
	What do slum dwellers do?
	Idealistic?
	Boundary of urbanisation
	Urban India is more about morphing places, �than about moving people
	Urban growth under rural administration is a national phenomenon
	Discussion 
	Slide Number 16

