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The Housing Solutions
Platform  is  an  expertise-  and

practice-driven  init iative  to

identify ,  debate  and  promote

innovative  solutions  for

affordable  housing  in  Europe

through  connecting  people ,

ideas ,  and  tools  and  practices .

It  is  a  joint  init iative  of

FEANTSA, Housing Europe
and  the  Fondation Abbé
Pierre ,  to  address  the

deteriorating  housing

situation  for  low- income  and

vulnerable  people  in  Europe .

In  2019 ,  The  Housing  Solutions

Platform  published  the  50
Out-of-the-box housing
solutions ,  a  compendium  of

some  of  the  most  innovative

examples  of  housing  solutions

for  those  who  are  locked  out .

The  50  selected  projects

focused  on  providing  safe ,

decent ,  and  affordable

housing  through  many

different  means ,  including

innovative  architecture .

During  the  f irst  part  of  2022 ,

the  main  thematic  focus  of

the  Housing  Solutions

Platform  has  been  to  further

explore  what  role  architecture

can  play  in  tackling

homelessness ,  in  l ight  of  the

New  European  Bauhaus

init iative .  

This  thematic  brief  contains

a  summary  of  the  discussion

from  our  two  latest  debates

on  the  New  European

Bauhaus  from  a

homelessness  perspective

and  how  i t  can  foster

architecture  for  urban

inclusion .  We  highlight  some

innovative  and  inclusive

architectural  projects  from

Peter Barber Architects,
Michael Maltzan
Architecture  and  Agile
Property and  Homes .  The

brief  also  includes  an  in-

depth  interview  with

designer  Hanna Hoyt  from

Michael  Maltzan  Architecture

and  concludes  with  a

summary  on  current  trends

and  a  discussion  on  the

possibil it ies  and  l imitations

of  architecture  to  address  

 homelessness .
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The New European Bauhaus  (NEB )  is  one  of

the  latest  and  most  important  EU  init iatives

within  the  f ield  of  architecture ,  putting  i t  at

the  forefront  of  EU  policies  for  the  f irst  t ime .

The  aim  of  the  NEB  is  to  improve  the  l ives  of

the  European  citizens  by  improving  the

quality  of  buildings  and  the  availabil ity  of

quality  homes  as  well  as  contributing  to  the

European Green Deal  and  the  Renovation
Wave.   

About  €85  mill ion  are  to  be  dedicated  to

NEB  projects  from  existing  EU  programmes

during  2021  –  2022 .  The  NEB  will  mobil ise

funding  from  different  EU  programmes

including  the  Horizon  Europe  programme  for

research  and  innovation  and  the  European

Regional  Development  Fund .  Learn  more

about  how  to  apply  for  funding ,  how  to

become  a  NEB  partner  and  other  ways  to

make  use  of  the  init iative  here. 

The  core  values  of  the  NEB  are  Beautiful ,
Sustainable  and  Inclusive.  The  question  is

for  who? To  discuss  this  and  to  question  the

place  dedicated  to  homelessness  in  this

init iative ,  the  Housing  Solutions  Platform

have  organised  two  debates .  A  f irst  one

focusing  on  the  inclusive  dimension  of  the

NEB  and  what  i t  can  achieve  in  terms

“priorit is ing  the  places  and  people  that  need

it  the  most ” .  
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T h e  N e w  e u r o p e a n  B a u h a u s
F R O M  A  H O M E L E S S N E S S  P E R S P E C T I V E

The  debate  was  opened  by  the  Member  of

European  Parl iament  Marcos Ros Sempere .

who  highlighted  the  importance  of  the

inclusion  of  the  lowest  income  groups  and

the  prevention  of  gentrif ication .  He  stated

that :  

“Architecture can change our l ives, but
good architecture can improve them,
Good architecture should never leave
anyone behind.” 

Juha Kaakinen ,  senior  advisor  at  Y-

Foundation  shared  his  init ial  scepticism

towards  the  NEB  eff iciency  to  solve

homelessness  but  praised  the  work  of  the

architects  as  a  source  of  great  hope .

Although  he  warned  about  the  too  specif ic

differentiation  between  “housing  for

homelessness ”  and  “normal  housing ”  and

claimed  that :  

“There should not be a homeless type of
housing because it is not different from a
normal affordable, sustainable, and
beautiful housing.” 

Sorcha Edwards ,  Secretary  General  at

Housing  Europe  praised  NEB 's  work  in

highlighting  inspir ing  projects  and  recalled

the  importance  of  collaboration  between

associations  and  European  institutions  to

ensure  that  what  can  be  done  will  be  done ,

concluding :  

"We are happy to take up this challenge."

Read  the  summery  of  the  debate  on  our
website. 

 

https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficient-buildings/renovation-wave_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/
https://europa.eu/new-european-bauhaus/get-involved_en
https://www.housing-solutions-platform.org/single-post/beautiful-sustainable-and-inclusive-the-neb-from-a-homelessness-perspective
https://ysaatio.fi/en/home
https://www.housingeurope.eu/
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As  a  fol low-up  to  the  discussions  on  the

inclusive  dimension  of  the  NEB ,  the  Housing

Solutions  Platform  organised  a  second

debate  focusing  on  how the NEB can foster
architecture for urban inclusion .  The

debate  brought  inspir ing  thinkers ,

practit ioners ,  and  polit icians  together  to

discuss  the  role  of  architecture  in  delivering

disruptive  practices  for  urban  inclusion  and

fostering  cross-sectoral  cooperation ,  both

through  conceptual  approaches  and

concrete  delivery .  Ciarán Cuffe, Member  of

the  European  Parl iament ,  summarised  his

contribution  by  stating  that  even  though  the

NEB  is  not  a  magical  solution  to  all  housing

challenges :  

 “it is an opportunity to put end users in
centre, making better use of what we
already have, and it can help us improve
the quality of housing and make us think
again about tackling the root causes of
homelessness.”  

In  the  debate  that  fol lowed ,  architects ,

researchers  and  practit ioners  presented  and

discussed  innovative  as  well  as  inclusive

architectural  ideas  and  projects  that  provide

housing  solutions  to  homelessness .  The

projects  included   Solidary Mobile Housing,
The BLOCK Project Alojamientos
Dotacionales, Loft Study House. Vil lage
Co-living and VinziRast mittendrin and
Lokal mittendrin,

All  speakers  agreed  that  architecture  alone

cannot  solve  homelessness  but  that  there  is

a  lot  to  be  done  through  collaboration  with

other  societal  actors  and  disciplines .  

In  summary ,  architecture  does  have  an

important  role  to  play  in  introducing

disruptive  practices  for  urban  inclusion  and

there  are  already  a  lot  of  inspir ing ,

innovative  cross-sectoral  projects  across

Europe  that  deliver  affordable  housing  and

solutions  to  homelessness-  through

architectural  ambition .  The  NEB  can  offer

some  opportunities  to  foster  cooperation

across  sectors  and  disciplines  and  to  bring

architecture  at  the  forefront  of  housing

solutions .  

However ,  in  order  for  the  NEB  to  fulf i l  i ts

inclusivity  goal ,  i t  needs  to  put  greater

emphasis  on  disadvantaged  groups ,

including  people  experiencing

homelessness .  Some  of  the  speakers

underl ined  that  in  order  to  foster  more

cross-sectoral  cooperation ,  more  direct

funding  needs  to  be  directed  towards

inclusive  housing  solutions  for  people  in

poor  housing  conditions  and  people

experiencing  homelessness .  Architect

Alexander Hagner  argued  that :

“The solutions cannot only be about
shelter,  it  needs to be about hope and
future, but in order to achieve this more
money is needed.”  

I f  the  NEB  would  put  greater  emphasis  on

the  inclusivity  goal ,  i t  could  be  used  as  a  tool

in  working  towards  the  goal  of  ending

homelessness  by  2030 ,  stated  in  the  Lisbon
declaration on the European Platform on
Combatting Homelessness.

Read  the  ful l  summary  of  the  debate  on  our
website. 
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https://www.housing-solutions-platform.org/single-post/how-can-the-new-european-bauhaus-foster-architecture-for-urban-inclusion
http://www.altshift.brussels/news-from-us/solidary-mobile-housing-co-creation-project
http://www.altshift.brussels/news-from-us/solidary-mobile-housing-co-creation-project
https://www.the-block-project.org/
https://99536665-f232-4d42-aa6c-b165414b34b8.filesusr.com/ugd/bcd9b3_a65c4a5b4a6443619a0edda6edfd198e.pdf
https://www.achazaballa.com/projects/loft-study-house-3?locale=en
https://99536665-f232-4d42-aa6c-b165414b34b8.filesusr.com/ugd/bcd9b3_a65c4a5b4a6443619a0edda6edfd198e.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3044
https://www.housing-solutions-platform.org/single-post/how-can-the-new-european-bauhaus-foster-architecture-for-urban-inclusion
https://www.housing-solutions-platform.org/single-post/how-can-the-new-european-bauhaus-foster-architecture-for-urban-inclusion


The  f irst  ever  New European Bauhaus
Festival  will  take  place  from  9th  to  12th

June  2022  in  Brussels ,  featuring  debates ,

speakers ,  artist ic  performances ,  exhibitions

and  participatory  activit ies  that  showcase

the  values  of  the  NEB .  

FEANTSA  will  bring  a  selection  of  the

Who’s next? Homelessness,
Architecture, and Cities  exhibition  to  the

Festival ,  which  will  showcase  projects  that

provide  local  solutions  for  innovative ,

sustainable ,  inclusive  and  beautiful  ways  of

re-housing  people  experiencing

homelessness .  The  aim  of  bringing  the

exhibition  to  the  festival  is  to  awaken  new

discussions  and  ways  of  thinking  about  the

roles  and  responsibil it ies  of  architecture ,  in

l ight  of  the  NEB .  

The  exhibition  was  developed  by  Daniel
Talesnik, at  the  Architekturmuseum  der

TUM  in  Munich  and  will  be  exhibited  in  ful l

again  in  Hamburg  at  the  Museum  für  Kunst

und  Gewerbe  from  14th  October ,  2022  to

12th  March ,  2023 .

Find  us  and  Daniel  Talesnik  in  our  booth  in

Gare Maritime,  Brussels  on  the  9th  to  12th

of  June .
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W h o ´ s  N e x t ?
H O M E L E S S N E S S ,  A R C H I T E C T U R E  A N D  C I T I E S  E X H I B I T I O N  C O M I N G  T O
T H E  N E W  E U R O P E A N  B A U H A U S  F E S T I V A L  9 - 1 2  J U N E

WHO´S NEXT? HOMELESSNESS, ARCHITECTURE AND CITIES EXHIBITION 
PHOTO: JAKOB BAHRET

https://new-european-bauhaus-festival.eu/
https://new-european-bauhaus-festival.eu/fair/261FUchDPgrUSkXMy3koRf
https://tour-taxis.com/meet-and-organise/all-our-venues/gare-maritime/
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D e s i g n i n g  t o  e n d  h o m e l e s s n e s s
A G I L E  P R O P E R T Y  A N D  H O M E S ,   P E T E R  B A R B E R  A R C H I T E C T U R E  A N D
M I C H A E L  M A L T Z A N  A R C H I T E C T U R E

Architectural  f irms ,  both  small  and  well-

established ,  have  found  ways  to  contribute

to  the  community  through  the  built

environment .   Agile Property and Homes, 
 Peter Barber Architects  and  Michael
Maltzan Architecture  are  three  examples

of  architectural  f irms  that  are  leading  the

way  for  more  inclusive ,  beautiful  and

sustainable  architecture .  We  want  to

highlight  some  of  their  most  innovative  and

architectural  projects  for  re-housing  people

that  are  experiencing  homelessness .

Architecture  that  comes  with  cutting-edge

creativity  and  fresh  approaches  to  design

can  challenge  our  way  of  thinking  about

housing  solutions .

Michae l  Mal tzan  Arch i tecture
A  Los  Ange les -based  arch i tec tu re  and

urban  des ign  pract i ce  founded  i n  1995 .

They  are  commit ted  to  the  c reat ion  of

progress i ve ,  t rans fo rmat i ve  exper iences

that  shows  new  t ra jec to r ie s  fo r

a rch i tec tu re ,  urban i sm ,  and  the  publ i c

rea lm .

Peter  Barber  Arch i tects
Estab l i shed  i n  London  i n  1989 .  I t  i s  a

des ign -or ienta ted  pract i ce  with  numerous

ground -break ing  mixed -use  and

res ident ia l  schemes  and  rad ica l  urban

hous ing .

Agi le  Property  and  Homes
A  U .K  based  f i rm  that  focuses  on  sa fe ,

c i v i l ,  h igh  qua l i t y ,  l ow  carbon  a f fo rdab le

homes  fo r  those  i n  hous ing  need .  The i r

v i s ion  i n  to  c reate  a  peop le -cent red

hous ing  model  as  a  rad ica l  a l te rnat i ve  to

the  cur rent  hous ing  market .

https://www.mmaltzan.com/
http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/
https://agile.property/
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A g i l e  P r o p e r t y  a n d  H o m e s
E M M A U S  R O O F T O P  C O M M U N I T Y ,  B R I S T O L ,  U . K

E M M A U S  R O O F T O P  C O M M U N I T Y ,  B R I S T O L .
I M A G E :  A G I L E  P R O P E R T Y  A N D  H O M E S  
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E m m a u s  R o o f t o p  C o m m u n i t y
A G I L E  P R O P E R T Y  A N D  H O M E S ,  B R I S T O L ,  U . K

EMMAUS ROOFTOP COMMUNITY
In  cooperation  with  the  Emmaus  Bristol

charity ,  Agile  Property  and  Homes  co-

designed  a  rooftop  community  with  low-

carbon ,  affordable  eco  homes  on  the  roof

of  the  Emmaus  off ice  in  central  Bristol .  

It  is  a  community- led  project  where

Emmaus  Companions  are  not  only  the

clients  but  also  the  co-designers  of  the

project .  The  development  will  give  people

the  option  to  l ive  independently  when  they

are  ready  to  but  also  keep  them  connected

to  support  system  of  Emmaus  Bristol .  The

design  aims  to  make  the  most  out  of  our

current  land  resource  and  will  have  a  l ight

carbon  footprint ,  making  them  cheap  to

run  with  energy  use  up  to  90% lower  than

a  conventionally  built  home .

The  project  includes  11  one-bedroom  two

storey  homes ,  3  two-bedroom  single  storey

homes ,  1  one-bedroom  single  story  home ,

and  food  growing  and  share  spaces .

Each  home  will  have  i ts  own  private  space

but  will  be  well  connected  to  a  shared

landscaped  courtyard  and  rooftop  garden

allotment  for  both  communal  and  private

use  by  residents .  Craig White ,  CEO  at  Agile

Property  & Homes  on  the  ideas  behind  the

design  of  the  rooftop  community :

"Our rule was simple - no corridors.
Why? In apartment blocks shared
corridors quickly become ‘no man’s
land’ that are unloved and spaces where
people never really want to be. They
also drive apartment designs that only
have access to daylight from one side.
Our approach was to create homes, not
apartments, arranged around
courtyards. We create spaces where
people want to be and share."

Find  out  more  on  their  website :

www.agile.property .

E M M A U S  R O O F T O P  C O M M U N I T Y ,  B R I S T O L .
I M A G E :  A G I L E  P R O P E R T Y  A N D  H O M E S  

https://agile.property/
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P e t e r  B a r b e r  a r c h i t e c t s
H O L M E S  R O A D  S T U D I O S ,  L O N D O N ,  U . K

http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/holmes-road-studios


HOLMES ROAD STUDIOS,  
Holmes  Road  Studios  is  a  beautiful  new

facil ity  in  North  London ,  U .K ,  providing

high  quality  residential  accommodation  for

people  who  have  experienced

homelessness .  The  project  provides

accommodation  for  59  people  alongside

with  counsell ing  spaces ,  education  and

training  faci l it ies ,  and  social  enterprise

space .  

Residents  of  the  Holmes  Road  Studios ,  

 receives  support  with  resolving  health

problems ,  securing  a  long-term  solution  to

their  housing  needs ,  learning  basic  l i fe

skil ls  and ,  entering  into  training  and  with

finding  work .  

Most  of  the  accommodation  is  arranged  in

l itt le  studio  houses  with  terraces  fronting

the  garden .  These  micro  houses  have  a

double-height  brick  vault  with  an  ensuite

bathroom  at  the  back  of  the  plan ,  and  a

mezzanine  bed  space  raised  above  the

bathrooms .  The  rooms  are  l i t  via  a  partial ly

glazed  door ,  pretty- looking  circular

windows  and  a  roof  l ight .  The  buildings  are

constructed  in  a  rustic- looking  brick  with  a

crinkle  crankle  parapet  which  gives  the

project  a  relaxed  domestic  scale .  All  of  the

rooms  look  out  over  the  garden .  Find  out

more  on  their  website :

www.peterbarberarchitects.com
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H o l m e s  R o a d  S t u d i o s
P E T E R  B A R B E R  A R C H I T E C T S ,  L O N D O N ,  U . K

H O L M E S  G A R D E N ,  L O N D O N .
P H O T O :  P E T E R  B A R B E R  A R C H I T E C T S

http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/holmes-road-studios
http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/holmes-road-studios
http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/holmes-road-studios
http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/practice
http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/holmes-road-studios
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m I C H E A L  m A L T Z A N  a R C H I T E C T U R E
S T A R  A P A R T M E N T S ,  C A R B E R  A P A R T M E N T S  A N D  C R E S T  A P A R T M E N T S

STAR APARTMENTS
Judging  by  their  aesthetic ,  the  Star  Apartments

on  Skid  Row ,  Los  Angles ,  could  be  mistaken  for

expensive  luxury  apartments .  A  previous  one-

story  commercial  building  has  been

transformed  into  a  six-story  high  complex  and

is  designed  after  the  needs  of  people  who  have

experienced  long-term  homelessness .  Today  the

apartments  house  more  than  100  residents  who

were  formerly  homeless ,  side  by  side  with  other

residents .  The  Star  Apartments  are  also

incorporating  a  new  type  of  shared  public

space  within  the  building ,  including  public

health  faci l it ies ,  counsell ing ,  exercise  and  art

rooms ,  a  l ibrary ,  and  a  community  garden .  

CARVER APARTMENTS
Located  in  Los  Angeles ,  Skid  Row  Housing

Trust ’s  New  Carver  Apartments  consists  of

97  units  that  provide  permanent  housing

for  formerly  homeless  elderly  and  disabled

residents .  The  project  explore  how

architecture  can  create  both  new

possibil it ies  for  i ts  highly  vulnerable ,

dramatically  under-served  residents  as  well

as  for  the  city  at  large .  The  project  aims  to

construct  a  new  way  of  looking  at  public

housing  in  Los  Angeles ,  as  well  as  work  as  a

framework  for  change  through

architecture .

CREST APARTMENTS
The  Skid  Row  Housing  Trust  new  Crest

Apartments  transformed  an  existing  open  site

in  suburban  Los  Angeles  into  a  64-apartment

complex  for  formerly  homeless  veterans .  It  is

located  on  a  busy  thoroughfare  near  two

freeways  with  easy  connections  to  public

transportation  and  area  resources .  The  client ’s

permanent  supportive  housing  model  includes

individual  eff iciency  apartments  with  on-site

social  services  and  community  spaces .  These

combined  programmes  effectively  support  the

highly  vulnerable  residents  in  an  effort  to

reduce  chronic  homelessness .

PHOTO: IWAN BAAN 
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Why did you become an architectural
designer? 

Architecture  reflects  the  polit ical ,  social ,

economic  and  cultural  context  i t  emerges

from ,  but  i t  also  has  the  capacity  to  raise

questions ,  to  frame  how  we  experience

places  and  types  of  buildings .  It  is  this

capacity  that  drew  me  to  working  in

architecture  and  to  designing  housing  in

particular .  

What moral responsibility do you think
architects have to address homelessness?
And how do you believe that architects
can contribute in the best way?

As  architects ,  we  have  a  deep  understanding

of  how  policy ,  design  and  construction

intersect  and  impact  affordable  housing .  We

see  how  national  f inancing  sources  dictate

unit  counts ,  how  local  zoning  helps  or

hinders  projects ,  how  environmental

regulations  drive  costs ,  how  community

meetings  influence  local  support  for  housing

projects .  Given  the  magnitude  of  the

affordabil ity  crisis ,  i t  is  imperative  that

architects  use  our  comprehensive

understanding  of  housing  to  help  residents ,

policymakers ,  developers  and  our  colleagues

in  architecture  be  informed  advocates  for

affordable  housing .  

Finding  ways  for  architects  to  participate  in

the  early  stages  of  a  housing  project  is

crucial  to  building  progressive  housing .

Many  decisions  that  ultimately  dictate  the

terms  of  design  are  set  early  on  — site

selection ,  unit  mixes ,  community  programs ,

open  space ,  construction  budgets ,

sustainabil ity  targets  — all  of  these  are  areas

where  architects  can  serve  as  advocates  for

inclusive  housing  i f  they  are  at  the  table

with  partners  early  on .  

Given  the  magnitude  of  the  housing  crisis ,

f inding  opportunities  to  work  at  a  larger

scale  than  the  typical  50  to  150-unit

affordable  housing  projects  built  in  the  U .S .

is  essential .  Jumping  scales  requires

enormous  polit ical  leadership ;  public

off icials  at  all  levels  of  government  need  to

set  policies  that  encourage  large-scale

affordable  housing  development .

Additionally ,  designing  inclusive  housing

requires  a  fundamental  shift  from  thinking

at  the  scale  of  the  individual  building  to

considering  affordable  housing  as  an

essential  part  of  mixed- income ,  mixed-use

communities .  

Hannah Hoyt  works  as  a  designer  on

Michael  Maltzan  Architecture´s  (MMA )

housing  projects .  Hannah  received  her

Master 's  degree  in  Architecture  with

Distinction  at  Harvard  University  Graduate

School  of  Design ,  where  her  research  on

affordable  housing  was  published  by  the

University ’s  Joint  Center  for  Housing

Studies  and  the  Brookings  Institution .  The

Housing  Solutions  Platform  had  the

opportunity  to  do  an  exclusive  interview

with  her  on  her  experiences  and  thoughts

on  the  role  architecture  can  play  in

tackling  homelessness .
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How is MMA taking its place on the issue
of inclusive, affordable housing? 

Over  more  than  two  decades ,  MMA  has  been

designing  and  building  affordable  housing

across  the  United  States .  Much  of  the

off ice ’s  housing  work  has  been  built  in  our

home  city  of  Los  Angeles ,  where  an  acute

shortage  of  affordable  housing  and  a

growing  homelessness  crisis  means  we  have

a  dual  imperative  — to  work  as  architects

designing  housing ,  but  also  to  work  as

advocates  for  affordable  housing ,  using  our

projects  to  spur  conversation  and  generate

new  ideas .  

Many  of  the  off ice ’s  projects  directly  address

the  homelessness  crisis  by  providing

permanent  supportive  housing  (PSH )  for

people  who  are  formerly  homeless .  PSH

emerged  as  an  alternative  to  temporary

shelters  or  single  room  occupancy  (SRO )

housing  models  and  pairs  stable  housing

with  robust  social  infrastructure  such  as

clinics ,  job-training  faci l it ies  and

community  spaces .  Part  of  our  role  as

architects  is  to  create  buildings  that  diverse

constituencies  — future  residents ,  current

neighbours ,  city  off icials  — view  as  a  vital

part  of  their  neighbourhood .  

As  an  off ice ,  our  most  innovative  work  has

occurred  by  building  long-standing

relationships .  Over  more  than  a  decade ,

MMA  has  built  four  different  projects  with

Skid  Row  Housing  Trust ,  a  non-profit

affordable  housing  developer  based  in

Downtown  Los  Angeles ,  These  strong

relationships  also  let  us  take  big  leaps  in

innovation ,  for  example ,  building  Star
Apartments. Building  Star  Apartments

required  innovation  at  the  scale  of  the

building  design ,  but  also  at  the  policy  scale

as  our  off ice  worked  closely  with  project

partners  to  make  prefabricated  housing

permitted  by  local  code .

 

.

Given  the  complexity  ( legal ,  polit ical ,

economic ,  technical ,  aesthetic…) of  building

affordable  housing  in  the  U .S . ,  we  believe  that

innovation  in  housing  comes  from  bringing

together  creative  groups  of  people  to  work  on

projects ,  rather  than  searching  for  a  panacea

in  the  form  of  a  single  design  tool ,  f inancing

strategy  or  construction  material .

How do you think architects and
homelessness organisations can better
work together to find housing solutions for
people in poor housing or experiencing
homelessness? 

The  more  that  architects  and  affordable

housing  organizations  understand  each

other ’s  missions ,  objectives  and  constraints ,

the  more  teams  can  work  together

productively  to  build  housing  that  generates

multiple  benefits  for  communities .  Strong

relationships  with  partners  let  us  consider

how  a  housing  project  can  generate  benefits

at  multiple  scales  — for  the  residents  that  call

the  building  home ,  for  the  neighbours ,  for  the

city  and  beyond .
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In Europe the quality standards for
housing are really high and demanding.
Some people argue we should be able to
overrule them in some occasions to
develop temporary rapid rehousing
solutions while others argue that a
Housing First strategy is the only long-
term sustainable vision - Where do you
stand in this debate?

We  come  from  the  perspective  that

affordable  housing  should  represent  our

highest  aspiration  for  what  housing  can

and  should  be  in  our  communities .  We

know  from  decades  of  experience  that

design  and  construction  costs  are  only  the

first  challenge  for  affordable  housing

developments .  Affordable  housing  projects

often  struggle  with  maintenance  and  high

operational  costs ,  so  i t  is  essential  that  we

make  investments  upfront  in  design ,

building  systems ,  site  and  landscape  that

make  a  durable  building  over  many

decades .  We  also  try  to  build  for  quality  of

l i fe  by  delivering  the  required  program

creatively .  For  example ,  by  creating

generous  entryways  and  hallway

sequences ,  making  required  services  l ike

laundry  rooms  destination  within  a

building ,  orienting  the  building  and

individual  units  to  provide  multiple

directions  of  l ight ,  and  deploying  colour

and  materials  to  differentiate  spaces .  These

design  strategies  drastically  improve  l i fe  in

the  building  without  generating  additional

costs .

In Europe there is also a major push to
massively renovate the housing stock.
We are concerned the cost of the
renovations might push even more
people away from accessing affordable
housing. Do you have similar concerns in
the U.S?

The  affordable  housing  landscape  in  the

United  States  is  highly  fragmented  and

varies  signif icantly  state  by  state  and  city

by  city .  While  some  states  and  cities  have

large  stocks  of  affordable  housing  built  by

the  public  sector  during  the  20th  century ,

other  cities  have  very  l i tt le  publicly

constructed  affordable  housing ,  instead

relying  on  voucher  or  other  subsidy

programs  to  create  affordabil ity .  This

means  the  impact  of  energy  retrofitt ing  (or

any  other  type  of  needed  renovation )  is

borne  differently  by  renters ,  depending  on

whether  the  building  owner  is  a  public

housing  authority ,  a  non-profit  developer

or  a  for-profit  developer .  Additionally ,

variations  in  local  and  state  policies  (such

as  solar  incentives ,  or  water  management

requirements )  mean  that  the  requirements

to  retrofit  vary  signif icantly  from  place  to

place .  

Read  more  about  the  work  of  Hannah  Hoyt

and  Michael  Maltzan  Arcitecture  on  their

website :  www.mmaltzan.com .
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DESIGN FOR SUPPORTIVE HOUSING 
Architecture  can  foster  the  establishment  of

long-term  solutions ,  providing  stabil ity  as

well  as  individual  tai lor-made  support .  There

are  several  examples  of  new  re-housing

projects  where  social  services ,  training ,

health  faci l it ies  are  all  combined  with

housing  in  the  same  buildings ,  e .g .  in  Star
Apartments  and  Emmaus Rooftop
Community  as  previously  mentioned ,  but

also  in  Meinzuhaus in  Salzburg ,  Austria ,

where  the  intensity  of  the  support  is  agreed

by  the  residents  together  with  the

cooperating  faci l it ies  and  the  employees  of

Meinzuhaus  before  moving  in .  Rather  than

simply  providing  spatial  solutions ,  these  are

examples  of  process- led ,  systematic

approaches  to  the  causes  and  immediate

needs  of  people  who  experience

homelessness .

CREATING SPACES FOR COMMUNITY
New  architectural  projects  l ike  Holmes

Gardens  Holmes Road Studios ,  Village Co-
living  in  Finland  and  Xystudios in

Jankowich ,  Poland  have  also  found  ways  of

integrating  a  community-based  approach ,

focusing  on  shared  community ,  l iv ing  spaces

and  integrating  indoor  and  outdoor  spaces

where  individuals  have  the  chance  to  create

support  networks  and  reintegrate  into

communities  rather  than  becoming  more

isolated .  In  the  U .S . ,  the  controversial

"Community First!" vil lage  is  built  around

community  gardens ,  medical  faci l it ies ,  a

cinema  and  a  market ,  aiming  to  foster

exchange  and  build  up  the  social  fabric .  

  

BEAUTY AND AESTHETICS 
Another  aspect  of  recent  developments

worth  highlighting  is  the  emphasis  on

aesthetics ,  such  as  in  Craver Apartments.  A
nice  design  might  not  always  be  thought  of

as  an  important  part  of  housing  with  the  aim

of  addressing  homelessness ,  but  why  should

it  not  be  beautiful? The  visual  aspects  of

housing  solutions  should  not  be

underestimated .  The  building  we  l ive  in  can

have  implications  for  how  we  feel  about  the

value  of  our  l i fe .  Housing  with  the  aim  of  re-

housing  people  who  experience

homelessness  has  often  been  surrounded  by

stigma  within  society .  But  through  the  power

of  design ,  housing  have  the  possibil ity  to

better  deliver  on  dignif ied  l iv ing  conditions ,

reduce  stigma  and  inspire  people  in  i ts

surroundings .  

  

ADAPTIVE REUSE: QUALITY AND
SUSTAINABILITY AS A MUST 
Taking  advantage  of  already  existing  and

empty  buildings  and  housing  stock  and

repurposing  them  into  affordable  or  social

housing  is  another  important  development  in

re-housing ,  that  goes  well  in  l ine  with  the

New  European  Bauhaus  init iative .  It  could  be

one  part  of  the  solution  to  the  lack  of

affordable  adequate  housing .  The  Holland
Harvey Architects  project  in  London  

 transforms  disused  London  supermarket  into

homeless  shelters .  

https://emmausbristol.org.uk/bristol-projects/a-new-rooftop-community/#:~:text=We%20support%20people%20who%20have,and%20shared%20move%2Don%20accommodation.
https://emmausbristol.org.uk/bristol-projects/a-new-rooftop-community/#:~:text=We%20support%20people%20who%20have,and%20shared%20move%2Don%20accommodation.
http://www.peterbarberarchitects.com/holmes-road-studios
https://www.villagecoliving.com/in-english#what-village-co-living
https://www.dezeen.com/2019/08/26/shelter-from-the-storm-london-homeless-holland-harvey-architects/
https://www.dezeen.com/2019/08/26/shelter-from-the-storm-london-homeless-holland-harvey-architects/


FOSTERING INCLUSION THROUGH CO-
HOUSING
There  is  a  growing  interest  in  the  concept  of

mixed  or  co-housing  projects ,  where

different  groups  of  tenants  come  together

with  members  of  vulnerable  citizen  groups

to  create  a  community ,  such  as  VinziRast
mittendrin ,  a  housing  project  in  Vienna

which  brings  together  students  and  people

who  were  formerly  homeless .  Mixed- income

housing  solutions  is  also  an  important

development  that  can  create  better

preconditions  for  social  and  economical

integration  rather  than  segregation  and

exclusion .  The  "Lazare" network  in  France

and  Spain  have  the  same  objective  with  a

house-sharing  project  between  young

professionals  and  people  who  were  formerly

homeless .
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MODULAR HOUSING: A STEP FORWARDS
OR BACKWARDS IN SOLVING
HOMELESSNESS?
Modular  architecture  often  util ises  pre–made

materials  l ike  shipping  containers  and

wooden  pallets .  This  technology  allows  one

to  build  homes  cheaply  and  quickly ,  often

with  an  original  modern  design .  In

combination  with  new  technology  such  as  3D

printing ,  i t  is  a  tempting  approach .  Agile

Property  and  Homes  Transportable

Accommodation  Module  shows  a  good

example  of  an  inclusive  and  sustainable  use

of  modular  housing .  

However ,  i t  is  a  double-edged  sword  as  i t

r isks  perpetuating  stigmatisation  and  unfit

housing  i f  i t  is  not  integrated  in  the

community  and  built  with  quality  sustainable

materials .  In  order  for  this  approach  to  work ,

i t  is  crucial  that  i t  provides  a  home- l ike

environment ,  meet  housing  quality

standards ,  is  appropriately  integrated  into

the  community ,  and  always  offers  pathways

to  mainstream  housing .  

FURTHER READING:

Who´s next? Architecture, Homelessness and
Cities,  Edited  by  Daniel  Talesnik  and  Andres  Lepik .  →

Give Me Shelter:  Architecture Takes on the
Homeless Crisis .  Edited  by  Sofia  Borges  & R .  Scott

Mitchell .

Architecture in the process of social inclusion of
homeless .  Written  by  Adam  Rybka1  & Anna

Brudnicka1 .

Insights into the use of modular housing in
addressing homelessness .  Written  by  Dr  Katy

Karampour  & Dr  Gemma  Burgess .

Upcycling buildings - Converting multi-unit non-
residential buildings into permanent housing for
those in need.  FEANTSA ,  the  Fondation  Abbé  Pierre

and  the  Council  European  Development  Bank .

https://99536665-f232-4d42-aa6c-b165414b34b8.filesusr.com/ugd/bcd9b3_a65c4a5b4a6443619a0edda6edfd198e.pdf
https://agile.property/tam/1-bed/
https://www.thinkhouse.org.uk/site/assets/files/2636/chi0422.pdf
https://architangle.com/book/homelessness#:~:text=have%20a%20home%3F-,Who's%20Next%3F,care%20fields%2C%20and%20academic%20disciplines.
https://www.amazon.com/Give-Me-Shelter-Architecture-Homeless/dp/1940743230
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Sofia+Borges&text=Sofia+Borges&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/R-Scott-Mitchell/e/B07BFD88QC/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_2
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/327008142_Architecture_in_the_process_of_social_inclusion_of_homeless
https://www.thinkhouse.org.uk/site/assets/files/2636/chi0422.pdf
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:5792349a-38c0-4d6d-804f-cf20572cac08#pageNum=1
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C o n c l u s i o n

Homelessness  has  been

increasing  in  Europe  for  more

than  10  years .  Simultaneously ,

housing  prices  for  both

renting  and  buying  have  also

been  going  up .  Consequently ,

a  growing  number  of  low-  and

middle- income  people  have

an  increasing  diff iculty

affording  housing .  Many  are

overburdened  by  housing  and

maintenance  costs ,  l ive  in

unhealthy ,  low-quality ,

inaccessible ,  energy-

ineff icient ,  or  overcrowded

housing ,  or  are  at  r isk  of

eviction  and  homelessness .  

Meanwhile ,  the  European

Commission  is  working  on

several  init iatives  that  will

have  a  decisive  impact  on

housing .  The  “renovation

wave ”  aims  to  tr igger  massive

renovation  in  Europe  to

improve  energy  performance

and  contribute  to  achieving

climate  neutral ity ,  and  will

include  a  proposal  for  the

establishment  of  mandatory

energy  performance  standards

to  the  residential  sector .  The

New  European  Bauhaus ,

proposed  as  an  incubator  for

innovation  and  creativity ,  aims

to  drive  sustainable  design

across  Europe  and  beyond .  

In  this  context ,  the  Housing

Solutions  Platform  works  to

ensure  visibi l ity  and

replicabil ity  of  housing

solutions  and  init iatives  that

wil l  combine  design  and

sustainabil ity  with

affordabil ity  and  accessibil ity ,

so  as  to  ensure  the  inclusion

of  those  who  are  most

excluded  as  a  key  priority .

Reaching  the  goal  of  ending

homelessness  in  2030 ,  set  out

in  the  Lisbon  Declaration ,  will

require  much  more  than

awareness  in  design  -  that  is

why  advocacy  is  fundamental .

At  the  same  t ime ,  ending

homelessness  will  only

happen  with  the  contribution

and  effort  of  every  part  of  the

housing  conundrum .  This

cross-sectoral  approach  is  also

at  the  core  of  the  Housing

Solutions  Platform  as  we  work

to  be  a  platform  that  connects

people ,  ideas ,  tools  and

practices  and  that  faci l itates

exchange  and  transnational

learning  to  help  generate

inclusive  housing  solutions .

 

There  is  no  “one  size  f its  all ” .

The  solutions  for  those

excluded  from  the  housing

market  should  be  as  diverse

as  the  causes ,  situations  and

experiences  of  homelessness .

Architects ,  designers ,  and

planners  play  a  decisive  role

in  the  physical  shaping  of  the

built  environment  and  must ,

therefore ,  take  the  measure  of

their  influence  in  shaping  a

quality  affordable  housing

community .  They  are  essential

in  leading  the  way  for

identifying  and  developing

innovative  housing  solutions ,

priorit is ing  the  people  who

need  i t  the  most  and  helping

to  shape  the  future  towards

more  inclusive  societies .  We

hope  this  thematic  brief  will

contribute  to  inspire

architects  in  that  direction ,

and  for  other  actors  to  f ind

inspiration  on  how  to  work

together  with  architects .  I f

you  would  l ike  to  take  the

debate  further ,  please  get  in

touch .
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